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About	the	project

This	project	was	initiated	and	delivered	during	a	global	pandemic	which	had	seen	all

our	lives	altered	and	disrupted.	School	children	were	placed	in	unprecedented

situations	of	schooling	from	home	via	the	internet	and	then	a	slow	reemerging	to

face	to	face	teaching.	In	this	environment	the	amazing	teachers	brought	an	artist

into	their	mist	to	engage	the	children	with	hands	on	activity,	it	was	felt	that	in	this

period	this	is	what	the	kids	had	missed.	Being	messy,	experimenting,	trying	new

things.	We	did	all	these	things	and	the	children	were	hungry	for	this	kind	of	tactile

self	expression,	the	days	flew	in	a	flurry	of	paint,glue	pencils,	card,	fabric	tissue,

bamboo,wire	and	enthusiasm.	I	placed	emphasis	on	the	internal	creativity	of	the

kids	and	gave	them	all	their	own	sketch	books	that	they	could	use	as	a	tool	to

develop	their	own	ideas.

This	book	represents	two	TAP	awards	one	was	focused	on	junior	and	senior	infants

the	other	on	third	class.

My	heart	felt	thanks	to	the	teachers	,children	and	the	department	of	education	that

made	this	possible.

Tom	Meskell	facilitating	artist

Teacher	Artist	Partnership

Teacher-Artist	Partnership	(TAP)	CPD	for	Supporting	&

Enhancing	Arts	in	Education	in	Ireland	(Primary

Schools	Initiative)

Teacher-Artist	Partnership	(TAP)	CPD	is	a	unique	Department	of	Education	and	Skills	initiative	which	commenced	on	a	pilot	basis	in

2014/15	in	response	to	the	objectives	outlined	in	the	Arts	in	Education	Charter.	This	initiative	is	guided	by	the	principles	expressed	in

the	Arts	in	Education	Charter	(2012)	and	Pillar	1	(Creative	Youth)	of	the	Creative	Ireland	Program	(2017–2022).

Nurturing	the	abilities	and	commitment	of	artists	and	teachers	for	the	promotion	of	arts-in-education	is	a	central	concern	of	the	Arts	in

Education	Charter.	One	of	its	major	initiatives	in	this	regard	was	the	design	and	implementation	of	a	pilot	teacher-artist	CPD

Partnership	Summer	Course.	Part	of	supporting	schools	in	the	provision	of	high	quality	arts	education	for	children,	this	pilot	arts	in

education	initiative	was	Association	of	Teacher	Education	Center	of	Ireland	(ATECI)	led,	in	partnership	with	the	Department	of	Culture

Heritage	and	the	Gaeltacht	(DCHG),	Encountering	the	Arts	Ireland	(ETAI)	and	the	Association	for	Creativity	in	Arts	Education	(ACAE).

The	initiative	is	administered	by	the	Education	Centre,	Tralee.	This	innovative	teacher-artist	CPD	programme	was	aimed	at	developing

a	model	of	arts	in	education	CPD	for	teachers	which	could	be	used	as	a	template	for	the	future.

The	Pilot	Project	was	researched	and	the	Research	Report	on	this	Pilot	initiative	was	launched	by	both	the	Minister	for	Education	and

Skills	and	the	Minister	for	Arts,	Heritage	and	the	Gaeltacht	in	March	2016	and	has	been	published	(available	on	here).

Teacher-Artist	Partnership	CPD	Summer	Course	&	Residency	Programme	is	now	mainstreamed	and	consists	of	free	DES	approved

(EPV	days)	Summer	Courses	operating	in	each	of	the	21	full-time	Education	Centres	in	Ireland	in	either	July	or	August	each	year.

Each	Course	will	have	20	primary	teachers	and	4	professional	artists	participating.	It	will	be	delivered	by	a	trained	and	experienced

Teacher	Artist	Facilitator	Pair.	The	initiative	includes	funded	Artist	in	Residency	opportunities	in	which	participating	teachers	and	artists

work	together	in	collaboration	in	the	School	during	the	following	academic	year.

The	Artists	Perspective

https://artsineducation.ie/research-reading/the-arts-in-education-charter/
https://artsineducation.ie/research-reading/creative-youth-a-plan-to-enable-the-creative-potential-of-every-child-and-young-person/
https://www.creativeireland.gov.ie/en
https://artsineducation.ie/organisations/the-association-of-teachers-education-centres-of-ireland/
https://artsineducation.ie/organisations/the-association-of-teachers-education-centres-of-ireland/
https://artsineducation.ie/organisations/the-association-of-teachers-education-centres-of-ireland/
https://www.chg.gov.ie
https://www.chg.gov.ie
https://artsineducation.ie/wp-content/uploads/Research-Report.pdf


Junior	and	Senior	Infants

Ms	McDonald's	Class

Our	Creative	Journey	with	Tom	Meskell	began	on	the	22nd	April

2021.	It	was	a	fantastic	opportunity	for	the	children	to	broaden

their	creative	views	and	express	themselves	creatively.

We	completed	a	range	of	activities	that	allowed	the	children	to

explore	respond	and	appreciate	the	visual	arts	world.	This

included	water-color	drawing,	bubble	wrap	prints,	sketches	in	our

sketch	books,	painted	aquatic	scenes,	body	outlines,	wooden

spoon	puppets,	and	their	houses.

We	used	different	mediums	water-color	pencils,	paint,	pencils,

sketch	books,	fabric	and	fiber,	coloured	paper	cut	outs.

The	children	developed	their	imagination	skills,	we	integrated	the

arts	with	other	strands	of	the	curriculum,	touching	on	the

environment,	construction,	fabric	and	fiber,	creative	writing?

storytelling.

Participating	in	the	Teacher	Artist	Partnership	an	been	hugely

beneficial	to	both	myself	and	the	children.	Most	importantly	it	was

fun,	particular	in	these	covid	times	the	kids	were	delighted	when

Tom	came	to	do	art		and	I	would	like	to	thank	him	for	guiding	us

through	this	process.

Mrs	McDonald

Third	Class

Ms	Thomas	Class	under	Ms	Hennigan

The	Teacher	Artist	Programme	was	an	excellent	opportunity	for

both	the	children	and	I	to	work	alongside	an	experienced	artist.

The	children	used	watercolor	pencils	to	create	nature	sketches,

natural	resources	to	create	a	fairy	city,	wet	strength	tissue,

bamboo	sticks	and	PVA	glue	to	create	a	3D	castle,	all	of	which

incorporated	the	curriculum	strands	of	drawing,	construction,

paint	and	colour.	These	activities	provided	the	children	with

opportunities	to	explore	their	own	individual	creativity	and	work

collaboratively	on	a	class	project.	The	programme	can	be

integrated	with	literacy,	numeracy	and	well-being.	Tom	brought	a

wealth	of	knowledge	and	creativity	to	the	classroom.	I	would	like

to	thank	him	for	making	this	an	enjoyable	experience	for	both	the

children	and	I.	

Ms	Heneghan

From	the	teachers	perspectiveWhat	the	kids	Thought
There	are	quotes	from	the	kids	scattered	throughout	the	book	in	this	font.



Junior	and
Senior	Infants
project	work

Leaf	paintings

We	went	for	a	nature	walk	and

collected	leaves,	when	we	got	back

to	class	we	drew	the	leaves	and

coloured	them	in	with	water-colour

pencils	on	water	colour	paper.	We

learned	how	to	add	water	to	our

drawings	and	turn	them	into

paintings.	We	used	artist	quality

water-colour	paper	and	water-

colour	pencils.
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Using	the	sketch	book	

We	were	given	a	A5	artists	quality

sketch	books.	We	tried	different	arts

activities,	we	drew	in	our	sketch	books.

Tom	explained	how	artists	use

sketchbooks	to	remember	their	ideas

and	develop	them.

We	also	designed	a	cover	for	our

sketchbooks.

"We	are	great	at	Art"
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Bubble	Wrap	printing

We	painted	onto	the	bubble	wrap	and

then	pressed	the	paper	onto	the	bubble

wrap,	we	experimented	with	different

paints	and	we	made	a	giant		print

together	which	was	great	fun.

"Art	is	messy"
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Wooden	spoon	Puppets

Using	wooden	spoons,

dish	cloths,	pipe	cleaners

and	paper	we	created	our

own	characters	and	we

devised	a	exciting	and

funny	story	together.

All	of	our	puppets	had

names	.

"Art	is	fun"
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The	puppets	house.

We	made	houses	for	our	puppets	for	our

puppet	shows,	they	were	then	displayed	in

the	classroom.

We	used	fabric	cut	into	pieces	and	stuck

these	on	cardboard.

"Art	is	active"
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Painting	as	a	group	with	a

limited	palette	

Using	poster	paint	and	a	limited

range	of	colours	we	created

aquatic	pictures	on	cardboard.

We	then	cut	fish	out	of	our	bubble

wrap	prints	and	stuck	them	onto

our	paintings,	when	we	finished

we	put	them	in	the	class	room.

We	also	made	a	giant

multicoloured	fish	as	a	team	and

we	hung	it	in	our	class.

"Art	is	colourfull"
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Body	outlines	-painting

on	our	own	with	a	full

palette.

With	the	help	of	the

teachers	we	traced	our

body	outlines	on	paper

and	painted	them	in.	Later

we	cut	them	out	and	put

them	around	the	class,

our	names	were	on	our

paintings.

"Art	is
exciting."
"Art	makes	me	feel	happy."
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Third	Class
project	work

Drawing	leaves	and	then

using	water-color	pencils

and	water	colour	paper.

"The	talent
isn't	on	the
outside	its	on
the	inside."

"I	love	the	water-
color	pencils
because	I	can	use
my	own
imagination	to
come	up	with	ideas"

We	went	for	a	walk	around

the	school	and	collected

leaves	to	draw	and	paint.

With	this	exercise	we	learned

to	draw	from	observation	,	we

then	coloured	them	in	with

the	water	colour	pencils,	we

use	them	like	normal

colouring	pencils	then	we

add	plain	water	with	a	paint

brush	and	it	turns	into	a

painting.	We	used	artist

quality	water	colour	paper

and	taped	it	to	the	table	with

masking	tape.
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Using	our	sketch	book

We	were	given	a	artists

quality	40	page	A5

sketchbooks.	Tom	told	us

how	sketchbooks	are	a

working	tool	for	artists,

were	they	jot	down	ideas,

things	that	interest	them,

art	they	like,	instructions

on	how	to	make	things

and	lists	of	materials.	So

sketchbooks	by	their

nature	are	a	bit	messy

but	full	of	information	we

need	to	make	art.

One	of	the	first	things	we

did	was	decorate	the

sketchbooks.

"What	I	learnt	was
you	put	your
HEART	into	your
art"





Using	water	colour	pencils	and	paper	to

create	landscapes.

Using	artist	quality	water-color	paper	and

water-color	pencils	we	created	our	own

paintings.	Tom	showed	us	how	to	compose	a

picture	and	how	to	sketch	ideas	in	our

sketchbooks,	then	to	bring	those	ideas	to	the

finished	painting.

I	liked	working	on	art	with	Tom,	he	made	it	super
fun	with	pencils	and	our	sketchbooks.
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Using	natural	materials	to	make	fairy

houses	and	forts.

On	a	sunny	day	we	collected	plants	and

natural	materials	and	we	made	fairy

forts	in	teams	in	our	yard	it	was	great

fun.

"I	really	Like	making	the	fairy	towns,
my	friend	and	I	found	a	snail	named
BOB	and	we	made	a	house	from
him,	it	was	great	fun."

"We	have	done
so	many
different
things	with
Tom,	we	did	a
lot	of	Art	and
making,	I
loved	making
the	fairy
houses	with
my	friends,
there	was	a
fairy	town
when	we
finished,	we	all
talked	about
our	houses."
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Group	Construction

Day	1

We	had	a	brainstorming

session	and	we	had	the

idea	to	make	a	structure

we	could	play	in	and	the

younger	kids	could	play

in.We	began	our

construction	with	bamboo

taped	together,	Tom	cut

lots	of	pieces	of	wire

which	we	made	into

circles,	these	became	the

walls	of	the	castle.	This

structure	was	then

covered	in	cling	film.

After	that	we	used	a	very

special	paper	called	wet

strength	tissue	and	PVA

glue	to	start	covering	the

walls	of	the	castle.

"I	liked	using	the
PVA	glue"
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Group	construction	day	2

On	this	day	we	were	covering	the	frame	with	diluted

PVA	glue	and	wet	strength	tissue.	On	this	day	we

covered	all	the	walls	with	tissue	and	glue.	It	was

messy	but	very	rewarding.

"It	was	great	fun	using	the	PVA	glue
and	tissue,	it	was	very	messy	and	we
had	to	work	as	a	team."
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Group	construction	day	3

Painting	the	castle	walls	was	great	fun	we	painted	a

design	to	look	like	walls	,	we	had	great	fun	in	the

yard	taking	pictures	with	the	castle.

"It	was	very	fun	building	the	castle	with
Tom	and	painting	it."
"I	like	this	Castle
because	it	was	fun
to	make."

"My	favourite
part	was	making
the	castle	and
gluing	and
painting."

"I	liked	building
the	castle	and
drawing	in	the
sketchbooks."

"I	liked	the	castle	because	of	the	painting
and	all	the	fun."
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																				We	would	like	to	thank	

-The	Mayo	Education	Centre	for	all	their	support	and

encouragement,	we	are	lucky	to	have	such	a	superb	support

structure.

-The	Teacher	Artist	Partnership	CPD	facilitators	who	delivered	all

their	programmes	online	in	this	difficult	time.

-To	the	arts	in	education	office	in	the	department	of	education	for

their	constant	support	and	advice.

-To	all	the	teachers	,staff	and	pupils	of	Gortskehy	National	School

for	all	their	enthusiasm	and	support.

-To	the	TAP	participants	-	Suzanne	McDonald,Tom	Meskell	and

Caroline	Thomas	for	their	flexibility	and	creativity	in	delivering	an

arts	programme	during	a	pandemic.
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